SCENES OF CLERICAL LIFE

Tina and her trouble in this mighty torrent, rushing
from one awful unknown to another ? Lighter than
the smallest centre of quivering life in the water-drop,
hidden and uncared for as the pulse of anguish in the
breast of the tiniest bird that has fluttered down to
its nest with the long-sought food, and has found the
nest empty and torn."

This may recall the famous passage in Carlyle's
French Revolution, speaking of the fall of the Bastille.
It may be that a too frequent and explicit suggestion
of such reflections would become tiresome. That
criticism cannot, I think, be applied to anything in
the Scenes of Clerical Life. It is the constant, though
not obtrusive, suggestion of the depths below the
surface of trivial life which gives an impressive dignity
to the work; and, in any case, marks, one most dis-
tinctive characteristic of George Eliot's genius.ms,
